LAW AND POLITICS [POL 790:106]
Summer Session II 2025

Course Dates: July 7, 2025, to August 13, 2025


Instructor: Samantha Koprowski, PhD Candidate        Contact: sjk240@polisci.rutgers.edu 
Class Time: Asynchronous				         Classroom: Virtual/Canvas	
Office hours: By appointment via Zoom

Course Description
This course examines the foundations of American government with a particular emphasis on the federal and state judiciaries as integral components of the political process in the United States. It is designed to provide students with a comprehensive introduction to the historical development and guiding principles of the U.S. Constitution, the structure and functions of the federal and state court systems, and the processes by which judges and justices are selected. Particular attention will be given to the role of the Supreme Court, its decision-making procedures, the factors shaping judicial outcomes, and methods for interpreting its rulings. The course will also engage with enduring debates regarding the appropriate role of the judiciary within a democratic political system.
Learning Goals and Objectives
This class fulfills the following Core Curriculum requirements: Social and Historical Analysis (SCL, HST). The goals of this course are to:
1) Enhance critical thinking and written communication skills.
2) Identify key actors in the judicial system and articulate their roles and abilities to influence politics.
3) Understand contestations in judicial interpretation and become familiar with how to read judicial opinions.
4) Gain experience in reading court cases and engaging in legal analysis and discussion.
Course Materials and Assignments
Required Text: 
Carp, Robert. A., Kenneth L. Manning, and Lisa M. Holmes. 2025. Judicial Process in America (13th ed.). SAGE Publications, Inc. (US).
You must purchase the 13th edition of this text. You can purchase the text in any version (print or digital), but I personally recommend you purchase it through this link. In this digital version, you can highlight and annotate anywhere in the book, as well as view it using any device you wish. 
*Additional texts will be made available through the Course’s Canvas page.
Course Assessment: Your performance will be assessed in several ways and weighted as follows:	
· Reading and Lecture Annotations 		20%
· Paper						20% 
· Midterm Exam 				30% 	
· Final Exam 					30%
Total: 						100%	
Reading and Lecture Annotations: For each module in the course, you will be required to submit your annotations of each reading in the module and the lecture to Canvas. The assignment is structured in three components: 
1) Reading notes: You must pull at least one quote per reading that either interests you, articulates some important theme or concept, illustrates something that you find confusing, etc. If there are multiple chapters assigned in the textbook, you must pull at least one quote per chapter. You can take notes in any style (bullet points or paragraph style). You can also provide a summary of the reading as you understand it. For example, you can write details of a particular case that is discussed or articulate your understanding of a key concept (ex: judicial review). 
2) Lecture Notes: Take notes as you watch the lecture; I am looking for evidence that you engaged. Do not just write down the material presented on the PowerPoint slides.
3) Questions/comments: This is the place to let me know your opinions and thoughts about the readings and concepts. Any remaining questions you have can be raised here.
Midterm/Final Exam: These timed assessments will consist of a mix of question formats: multiple choice, true/false, and short answers (weighted accordingly). Both will be conducted online through the course’s Canvas site. 
Paper Assignment: There will be one short (3-4) page paper due after the midterm. The paper can be in any style format you are comfortable with (MLA, APA, Chicago, etc.), just make sure you are consistent throughout the paper. Instructions for this assignment will be posted on Canvas.
Extra credit opportunities: This may become available over the course of the session. It will be offered to the class a whole, not on a one-on-one basis. 
Course grading scale:  
A = 89.5 –100
B + = 84.5 – 89.49
B = 79.5 – 84.49
C + = 74.5 – 79.49
C = 69.5 – 74.49
D = 59.5 – 69.49
F = 0 – 59.49
 
Class Policies and University Resources
Policy on late work:  
Five percent per day after the assignment is due will be deducted for a maximum of four days for the exams and paper assignments. Half of a point per day will be deducted for the reading and lecture annotations. After four days, I will not accept any late work unless you have spoken with me about an extension beforehand. Since the submission of final grades is time-sensitive, I will be unable to accept late submissions for the final exam. If you know you are falling behind or extenuating circumstances are directly affecting or will impact your performance and ability to turn in completed assignments on time, you need to get in touch with me as soon as possible. Extensions will be granted in advance of the assignment/assessment due date – not after. 
Academic Integrity: 
Please review the university guidelines (link below). There will be zero tolerance for any form of cheating, plagiarism, fabrication of work, failure to cite, etc. in this course. This includes any use of AI software. Any violation of academic integrity will be treated as a serious offense and is subject to severe consequences as outlined by the university. If you are having trouble with your writing technique or articulating your own ideas, you should get in touch with the Rutgers Learning Center listed below or reach out to me.
Please see the link below for additional tutorials that explain the types of violations and consequences.  
University Guidelines: http://nbacade micintegrity.rutgers.edu/home-2/academic-integrity-policy
Resources for students: https://nbprovost.rutgers.edu/academic-integrity-students
Class Conduct and Professionalism:
The classroom is a unique environment where students and instructors come together to promote the growth of knowledge and develop professional behavior and practices. It is essential to this learning environment that respect for others who seek to learn and grow is guaranteed and the general goals of academic freedom are maintained. Therefore, respectful expression and reception of individual opinions related to the course discussions are greatly encouraged. Student conduct that disrupts the learning process will not be tolerated and may lead to disciplinary action or removal from class per university policy.
Communication with the instructor: 
Email policy: I will respond to both Canvas messages and emails. I generally check my email more often, so if you have an urgent message, please send it to my email listed on the first page of the syllabus. I will return emails/messages within 48 business hours (Monday through Friday, 9AM to 5PM), but I will likely respond much sooner. Please include the course title and purpose of the email in the subject line and a detailed note in the message body.  
Office Hours: Virtual (By Appointment via Zoom). Appointments for office hours must be made at least 48 hours in advance. Please supply your intention for attending office hours and any applicable materials ahead of our meeting.  If you need to cancel or reschedule, please notify me as soon as possible (a minimum 24-hour notice is preferred).  
Student-Wellness Services
*Please note I am considered a non-confidential Rutgers employee.
Report a Bias Incident: If you experience or witness an act of bias or hate, report it to someone in authority. You may file a report online and you will be contacted within 24 hours. The bias reporting page is here: http://inclusion.rutgers.edu/report-bias-incident/ 
Bias is defined by the University as an act, verbal, written, physical, psychological, that threatens, or harms a person or group on the basis of race, religion, color, sex, age, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, national origin, ancestry, disability, marital status, civil union status, domestic partnership status, atypical heredity or cellular blood trait, military service or veteran status.
Counseling, ADAP & Psychiatric Services (CAPS)
(848) 932-7884 / 17 Senior Street, New Brunswick, NJ 08901/ http://health.rutgers.edu/medical-counseling-services/counseling/ 
CAPS is a university mental health support service that includes counseling, alcohol and other drug assistance, and psychiatric services staffed by a team of professionals within Rutgers Health services to support students’ efforts to succeed at Rutgers University. CAPS offers a variety of services that include: individual therapy, group therapy and workshops, crisis intervention, referral to specialists in the community, and consultation and collaboration with campus partners. 
Crisis Intervention: http://health.rutgers.edu/medical-counseling-services/counseling/crisis-intervention/   
Report a Concern:  http://health.rutgers.edu/do-something-to-help/ 
Violence Prevention & Victim Assistance (VPVA)
(848) 932-1181 / 3 Bartlett Street, New Brunswick, NJ 08901 / www.vpva.rutgers.edu/  
The Office for Violence Prevention and Victim Assistance provides confidential crisis intervention, counseling and advocacy for victims of sexual and relationship violence and stalking to students, staff and faculty.  To reach staff during office hours when the university is open or to reach an advocate after hours, call 848-932-1181.
Disability Services
(848) 445-6800 / Lucy Stone Hall, Suite A145, Livingston Campus, 54 Joyce Kilmer Avenue, Piscataway, NJ 08854 /  https://ods.rutgers.edu/  
Rutgers University welcomes students with disabilities into all of the University's educational programs. In order to receive consideration for reasonable accommodations, a student with a disability must contact the appropriate disability services office at the campus where you are officially enrolled, participate in an intake interview, and provide documentation: 
https://ods.rutgers.edu/students/documentation-guidelines.  
If the documentation supports your request for reasonable accommodations, your campus’s disability services office will provide you with a Letter of Accommodations. Please share this letter with your instructors and discuss the accommodations with them as early in your courses as possible. 
To begin this process, please complete the Registration form on the ODS web site at: https://ods.rutgers.edu/students/registration-form. 
Students with disabilities requesting accommodation must follow the procedures outlined at:
https://ods.rutgers.edu/students/getting-registered 
Additional Resources:
Learning Centers: https://rlc.rutgers.edu 
Academic Advising for SAS students: https://sasundergrad.rutgers.edu/advising/advising 
Student Success resources: https://success.rutgers.edu 

Course Schedule
The course is separated into weekly units. A unit begins on Sunday and concludes on Saturday at 11:59pm. Typically, a week will have one module, each consisting of reading excerpts, a reading and lecture annotations assignment, and an accompanying lecture. Due to the compressed nature of the course, there will be weeks where an annotation assignment is due in addition to a paper or exam. The weekly annotation assignments are due in Canvas on Saturday night at 11:59 to allow maximum flexibility for students to create a workflow that works best for them. 
Below is a tentative schedule for the course. *Please note that the readings are subject to change during the course of the semester. If anything is changed, you will be notified via Canvas.*
Week 1 (July 7-12): Law and Politics in the U.S.
Read:
1) Chapters 1 & 2 of Judicial Process in America: “Foundations of Law in the United States” and “The Federal Judicial System”
2) Lisa Miller, “Far from the Cure to Trumpian Authoritarianism, the U.S. Constitutional System is Driving Our Democratic Decline.” In The Dead End of Checks and Balances Forum. Boston Review. May 21, 2025. (Posted on Canvas) https://www.bostonreview.net/forum/the-dead-end-of-checks-and-balances/. 
3) Aziz Huq, “It’s Only Through an Independent Check that Authoritarianism has Ever been Stopped.” In The Dead End of Checks and Balances Forum. Boston Review. May 21, 2025. (Posted on Canvas) https://www.bostonreview.net/forum_response/its-only-through-an-independent-check-that-authoritarianism-has-ever-been-stopped/. 
Assignments:
1) Module 1 Reading and Lecture Annotations due Saturday, July 12th by 11:59 p.m.
Week 2 (July 13-19): Judicial Review & Legal Reasoning and Policymaking
	Read:
1) “The Scope and Limits of Judicial Power” from The Judicial Process: Law, Courts, and Judicial Politics (Excerpt on Canvas)
2) Chapter 4 of Judicial Process in America: “Jurisdiction and Policymaking”
3) Chapter 12 of Judicial Process in America: “Decision-Making by Trial Court Judges.” Read from “The Legal Subculture” and stop at “The Impact of Localism.” Then, read from “The Impact of Public Opinion” until the end of the chapter.
Assignments:
1) Module 2 Reading and Lecture Annotations due Saturday, July 19th by 11:59 p.m.
2) Midterm Exam: The exam will open on Saturday, July 19th, and close on Sunday, July 20th. Once you begin the exam, you will have 90 minutes to complete it. 
Week 3 (July 20-26): Federal and State Court Judicial Selection
	Read:
1) Chapters 3, 5, & 6 of Judicial Process in America: “State Judicial Systems,” “State Judges,” and “Federal Judges”
2) American Bar Association. “Justice in Jeopardy: Report of the American Bar Association Commission on the 21st Century Judiciary.” Read the Executive Summary (pgs. vii-viii). Then read “Improving Judicial Selection” from pages 89-98 (Posted on Canvas).
Assignments:
1) Module 3 Reading and Lecture Annotations due Saturday, July 26th, by 11:59 p.m.
Week 4 (July 27-August 2): Civil and Criminal Law
	Read:
1) Selections from Chapter 9 of Judicial Process in America: “Crime and Procedures Prior to a Criminal Trial.” Read “The Nature and Substance of Crime,” “A Law Defining the Crime and the Punishment,” “Appearance Before a Magistrate,” and everything including and after “The Grand Jury Process or the Preliminary Hearing”
2) Chapters 10 & 11 of Judicial Process in America: “The Criminal Trial and its Aftermath” and “The Civil Court Process”
3) John Langbein, “Torture and Plea Bargaining” (posted on Canvas)
	Assignments:	
1) Module 4 Reading and Lecture Annotations due Saturday, August 2nd, by 11:59 p.m.
Week 5 (August 3- August 9): Other Actors in the Judicial Process
Read:
1) Chapter 8 of Judicial Process in America: “Lawyers, Litigants, and Interest Groups in the Judicial Process”
2) Excerpts from The Common Place of Law by Patricia Ewick and Susan Silbey (posted on Canvas)
a. Preface
b. Chapter 1 “Millie Simpson”
Assignments:
1) Short paper assignment due by 11:59 p.m. on Thursday, August 7th.
2) Module 5 Reading and Lecture Annotations due Saturday, August 9th, by 11:59 p.m.
Week 6 (August 10-August 13): Finals!
No readings. The final exam will cover material from weeks 3-5. The exam will open on Canvas on Sunday, August 10th, and is due by 11:59 p.m. on Monday, August 11th.

